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Newsletters normally are emailed on Monday evenings. If you don’t get a newsletter on time, check
the websites below to see if there is a notice about the current newsletter or to see if the current edition
is posted there. If the newsletter is posted, please contact me at bob.mugford@gmail.com to let me
know you didn’t get a copy.

Newsletter on line. This newsletter, and previous editions, are available on the VVancouver Artillery
Association website at: www.vancouvergunners.ca and the RUSI VVancouver website at:
http://www.rusivancouver.ca/newsletter.ntml .  Both groups are also on Facebook at:
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?g=vancouver%?20artillery%20association and
https://www.facebook.com/search/top/?g=rusi%20vancouver

WednesdaylLunches- We serve a great 5 course buffet meal for only $20. Hope to see you
all there. Attendance has been down recently. Most of our regular attendees, who are retired,
are slowly fading away and the next generation seems, by and large, to be too busy to attend.
Guests are always welcome and we encourage members to bring their significant others. Dress
- Jacket and tie, equivalent for Ladies

Upcoming events- Mark your calendars See attached posters for details.

Apr 27 - BCR ‘Taste of Ukraine’ lunch
May 06 - BC Army Gala
- NOABC Battle of the Atlantic Dinner
- SHC Afghan LAV Unveiling and Dedication
May 13 - 15 Field Artillery Regiment Change of Command Parade

World War 2 - 1942

John Thompson Strategicanalysguot es from his book ASpirit Over

Apr 20": USS Wasp and HMS Renown ferry 46 Spitfires to Malta — but 30 are immediately
destroyed on the ground as they land.

Apr 2154 After two and half months, the German troops in the Demyansk Pocket can receive
supplies by truck again (but the success of their resupply by air over the past few months will
have consequences at Stalingrad as Goering thinks he can do it again). General Giraud reaches
Switzerland after escaping German captivity.

Apr 22"9: British troops take up defensive positions around Meiktila, while the 200" Chinese
Division ignores Stilwell’s orders to fight defensively and stick their necks out for a Japanese
counterstroke.
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Apr 23': The Chinese Army in Burma retreats towards Yunnan Province and the Allied forces
in the Sittang and Irrawaddy consider falling back north and west.

Apr 24" The first “Baedeker Raid” hits England as Exeter is bombed by the Luftwaffe.

Apr 25" The Japanese advance on Lashio forces Alexander to order a withdrawal from
Meiktila. Bath is hit in the second Baedeker Raid.

Ot t aOmee s Vet eDuatnys oRfleeCarr a,l Lawyer
Adrian Wyld/The Canadian Press Gloria Galloway Ottawa Mad2017

The federal Liberal government says it agrees with an argument advanced — and later
abandoned — by the former Conservative government that Canada owes no special duty of care
to those injured in the line of duty. In documents filed in the British Columbia Court of Appeal
this week for a recently relaunched court case, Justice Department lawyers say that, even
though the Liberals and the other parties in the House of Commons unanimously supported a
motion last year saying Canada has a "moral, social, legal and fiduciary obligation™ to support
injured veterans, that motion holds no legal weight. The government announced last month that
it is reactivating a case initiated in 2012 by six severely disabled veterans in British Columbia
who argued that they should not be forced to accept less for their injuries than they would have
received through the civil courts or through workers' compensation.

The case was sent to the BC Court of Appeal when the former Conservative government's
attempts to have it thrown out were dismissed by the provincial Superior Court. But the legal
action was put on hold last year when the Conservatives, facing a storm of criticism from
veterans and opposition parties including the Liberals, backed away from their arguments and
decided that it was better to try to reach an out-of-court settlement. In the new court documents
filed on Monday on behalf of the government, the Justice Department says "the submissions
made by [former Conservative attorney-general Rob Nicholson] on the hearing of the appeal,
and as set out in the factum filed by him, accurately reflect the current position of the federal
government.” That factum, which was filed three years ago, disputes the veterans' claims that
there is a "duty of care” owed to them by the federal government. It says the government is
required to give disabled former soldiers only as much as Parliament chooses. It also says the
principle of the "honour of the Crown," which requires the government to act honourably during
negotiations and upon which the veterans relied in making their case, applies only to
agreements with aboriginal people.

The factum was filed by Paul Vickery, a Justice Department lawyer who was subsequently
removed from the case by former Conservative Veterans Affairs minister Erin O'Toole when
animosity between veterans groups and the government was boiling over. The Liberal
government has now returned Mr Vickery to the file. In the documents he filed this week, the
government also discounts the importance of a House of Commons motion brought last May by
New Democratic Party MP Fin Donnelly that said Ottawa is "obligated" to "provide equitable
financial compensation™ to injured and deceased veterans. Even though the Liberals voted in
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favour of Mr Donnelly's motion, the new government court document says: "The House of
Commons motion referenced by the plaintiffs, while it records the opinion of the then members
of Parliament on the matters referred to in the motion, does not have the force of law and cannot
bind the federal government." The two sides will debate arguments before the BC Appeal
Court in Vancouver next week and veterans groups say they will be there to demonstrate their
anger.

In 2014, when he was just Liberal leader, Justin Trudeau asked the Conservative government to
"live up to our sacred obligation, end this court battle and start giving our veterans the help they
deserve." And, after the Liberals were elected to form government in the fall, Mr Trudeau
wrote in his mandate letter to Veterans Affairs Minister Kent Hehr that the minister must ensure
that the "government lives up to our sacred obligation to veterans" and that he must "re-
establish lifelong pensions as an option for our veterans." Among other things, the veterans
who have launched the court case want to see those lifelong pensions reinstated, and they
agreed to campaign with the Liberals in the last election on the promise that that would be done.
There no such provision in the March budget, but Mr Hehr has said the pensions will be brought
back at some undetermined time in the future. Mr Trudeau was asked in the House of
Commons on Monday by NDP Leader Tom Mulcair to say when he would stop fighting
veterans in court and give them the services that he has promised. The Prime Minister
responded with no commitments. "After 10 years of a government that shamefully neglected
our veterans, we are proud that we are working very hard to restore the kinds of services and the
kinds of respect that veterans have earned through their incredible service to our country, to its
values and, indeed, to the world," he said. "We will continue to endeavour to restore the kinds
of services they deserve," he said, "and we look forward to working collaboratively with them
to ensure the kind of support that they have earned."

Britain Beefs Up Defenses in the Falkland Islands
AndrewChuter, March 7, 2017

LONDON - Britain has awarded £153 million (US $187 million) worth of contracts to equip the
Falkland Islands with a new ground-based air-defense system known as Sky Sabre, the Ministry
of Defence has confirmed. A clutch of deals agreed around the turn of the year but only now
becoming public includes award of a contract by the British to an Israeli company to supply a
key battlefield command-and-control network to defend the South Atlantic island from potential
Argentinian aggression. The main contract award, which the MoD valued at £78 million (US
$95 million), was signed Jan. 9 with Israel’s Rafael Advanced Defence Systems, to develop a
battle management, command, control, communications, computers and intelligence (BMC4lI)
network. Missile builder MBDA and surveillance radar supplier Saab have also been awarded
contracts to integrate other, already ordered, ground-based air-defense system elements into the
BMC4I. Rafael, with help from UK partners Babcock, will supply its Modular, Integrated C4l
Air & Missile Defense System and associated equipment in a development and manufacture
phase likely to be completed around 2020. Babcock will provide a proportion of UK based
activity including: synthetic based test and integration facilities, project management and



hardware procurement. The percentage of UK work content on BMC4l is put at 40% with the
remainder coming from lIsrael.

The requirement is to deliver a ground-based air defence (GBAD) capability along with an
initial support solution for up to 5 years. As part of the agreement, Rafael will serve as key
systems integrator, including provision of communications links and integration with existing
in-service communications infrastructure. The Israeli’s secured the deal on the back of
delivering the best technical solution for the best value for money, said an MoD official.
Nevertheless, industry executives in Europe reacted angrily to the award of the BMC4I system
to the Israeli contractor. “Everybody was extremely surprised the MoD opted for Rafael.
Politically, industry thought that was a route the UK government wouldn’t go down. It’s
something other MoD’s, like the Israeli or French, would never have done. It makes you
wonder just what parts of the local defense industry the government is willing to defend,” said
the executive, who asked not to be named. Doug Barrie, the senior air analyst at the
International Institute for Strategic Studies think tank in London said he was puzzled by the
decision. “At least on paper this looks like a sensitive area to award to a non-NATO or non-
European partner. I’d have thought the government might have wanted to stay closer to home
with this technology, as it arguably comes into the territory of sovereign operational capability,”
said Barrie.

Despite Brexit, France wants to include UK in European defense efforts
Defense News

Concerns have also been raised by executives here about sharing
sensitive Land Ceptor missile data with the Israeli company,
which is itself a significant missile developer. An MoD
spokeswoman said the department had addressed the issue in the
contract. “Appropriate non-disclosure agreements are in place
between the participating companies, along with safeguards

I around sensitive information and what needs to be shared,” said
the spokeswoman. Land Ceptor is currently in development led by the British arm of MBDA.
The weapon is part of the Common Anti-Air Modular Missile family, the naval version of
which has also been ordered by the Royal Navy.

MBDA was one of the bidders for the BMC4I requirement. Lockheed Martin, Northrop
Grumman, Thales and Saab were also thought to have lodged bids. Rafael is no stranger to the
British, or its potential Argentinian adversary. The company secretly supplied Spike missiles to
the British Army starting around 2007 to help combat terror groups in Iraq and Afghanistan and
developed the Litening targeting pod used by the Royal Air Force. The Israeli company has
also supplied the Argentinian forces with missiles in the past. Britain and Argentina fought a
short but bloody war over the islands in 1982, and the dispute concerning sovereignty of the
territory, known in Buenos Aires as the Malvinas, continues to rumble on diplomatically,
although relations between the two Governments have improved since President Mauricio
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Macri came to power at the end of 2015. The British defend the islands with a force including
Typhoon jets, an offshore patrol vessel, a ground-based air-defense system and infantry.

The BMC4I order is the final major element of a more than two-year program aimed at beefing
up the Falkland ground-based air defenses currently reliant on the aging Rapier ground-to-air
missile.

MBDA secured a deal to supply the British Army with a new ground-to-air weapon, known as
the Land Ceptor, at the end of 2014, and that was followed several months later by the MoD
acquiring additional Giraffe surveillance radars and updating existing sensors in a deal with
Saab. A spokeswoman for the MoD said the latest batch of orders includes a £31 million deal
with MBDA to integrate Land Ceptor into the battlefield management system and an £8 million
deal with Saab to integrate their Giraffe radar. The spokeswomen said a further £31 million in
contracts had also been awarded to purchase additional Land Ceptor missile launchers and a
UK-based training system. The Argentines have for several years been trying to modernize a
combat jet force made up of A-4 Skyhawks and Super Etendards, so far without success. Last
month, the Argentine government announced the suspension of efforts to procure fighter
aircraft, putting an end to rumors about talks to buy Kfirs from Israel and MiG 29s from
Russia.

The RuAsrsmyanSuffers Deficit 1 n Off
Eurasia Daily Monitor Volume: 14 Issue: 25 Aleksandr Gofiebruary 27, 2017

A special session of top officials in charge of personnel
matters within the Russian Armed Forces took place in
Moscow, on Feb 2. As is traditional for such conclaves, the
| attendant generals reported to each other about their
~ respective successes over the past year. These
» “achievements” provide ample information about the current
A state of Russia’s military forces. The most important
= takeaway from this recent meeting is that the personnel chiefs
apparently want to take credit for successfully overcoming an “unexpected” shortage of officers
in the Armed Forces. The chief of the Main Directorate for Personnel within the Russian Ministry
of Defense, Colonel General Viktor Goremykin, notably announced that, in 2016, the Armed
forces found 11,000 officers for positions that otherwise would have gone unfilled. In his words,
the military used “non-standard” methods to fill these staffing gaps. In particular, reserve officers
who left the Armed Forces were recruited again. It is worth noting that, on Feb 22, while speaking
before the State Duma (lower chamber of parliament), Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu clarified
that due to shortages of personnel in 2015, 15,000 troops previously dismissed had been returned
to service. Obviously, this practice continued in 2016.

Similarly, according to the Russian media, provincial newspapers increasingly feature
advertisements publicizing the fact that one or another military unit is accepting previously retired
Armed Forces personnel. Moreover, the commander of the Eastern Military District reportedly



sent special recruiters to 22 Russian regions to persuade reserve officers to return to active service.
In addition to such rapid replenishment strategies, Russia has also reduced the training period for
officers at military academies from five years to four. Moreover, the chiefs of personnel meeting
in early February were particularly proud about the creation of special short-term courses for
privates and sergeants that award the passing graduate an officer’s star. Such a system directly
recalls the Soviet experience in World War II.

The situation of Russia’s military pilots is particularly critical. Defense Minister Shoigu revealed
that the deficit reached 1,300 pilots. To resolve this massive shortfall, the professional lifespan
of pilots in the Armed Forces has been extended by five years. In addition, according to Colonel
General Goremykin, “for the first time, a [shortened] 1.5-year pilot training course was organized
for highly educated technical staff officers. Last year, the first 49 such pilots graduated. Today,
training was completed by another 50 troops”. An obvious danger exists that such initiatives
could potentially increase the number of flight catastrophes and accidents. Given the large
shortfalls in the officer corps, which the top brass has to creatively fill year after year, the Russian
Armed Forces are beginning to resemble a military embroiled in a large-scale war. It is as if
massive numbers of Russian officers are continuously being killed on the battlefield and need to
be immediately replaced by new ones. Most observers blame the current state of affairs on former
minister of defense Anatoly Serdyukov (2007-2012). As part of his important package of military
reforms, Serdyukov had ordered a halt to any new cadets being accepted to military academies
during 2009-2011. However, it should be recalled that his decision was triggered by the fact that,
three years earlier, the Armed Forces were overwhelmed by a tremendous surplus of officers. At
that time, open positions for lieutenants were virtually nonexistent, while graduates of military
schools were appointed to positions usually occupied by sergeants.

But suddenly, today, a monstrous deficit has appeared. Consequently, the number of uncommitted
officers waiting for either dismissal or appointment has decreased by almost 20 times compared
to those years. In 2012, Serdyukov’s subordinates believed that an annual output at 8,500 new
lieutenants would thoroughly cover the military’s staffing needs. But today, defense ministry
leaders insist they need 16,000 new graduates each year. The answer to this conundrum is simple.
The primary goals of the “Serdyukov” reforms were greater efficiency and rapid deployment
capabilities of the Russian Armed Forces (as demonstrated over the past several years in Crimea,
Donbas and Syria). And at the heart of this military modernization and reorganization process
was the rejection of the concept of mass mobilization of the Armed Former. The former minister
of defense eliminated all “skeleton” units, which actually consisted only of officers and depended
on hundreds of thousands of mobilized reservists to fill out all their manning positions at the start
of a “great war.” When Russian went to war against Georgia, in August 2008, these officers were
asked to lead the newly formed units. But they simply refused because, in all their years of service,
they had never commanded real troops. Consequently, Serdyukov fired them first. But it is likely
that these same former skeleton unit officers are now being drawn back into the Armed Forces.

Following Serdyukov’s ouster and the gradual rollback of many of his most important reforms,
the present Russian military manning system appears on the verge of breakdown. The reason is



clear: Based the country’s strengths, national interests, demographic situation and economy,
Serdyukov and his team specifically created military forces capable of winning in a local conflict
inside the post-Soviet space. But as a result of the Kremlin’s current policies, Russia has locked
itself into a conflict with the North Atlantic Treaty Organization, which is superior to the Russian
Federation across all quantitative indicators—all types of weapons and numbers of personnel.
The only logical military response for Moscow in this situation, therefore, is to return to the
ineffective and extremely cumbersome mass mobilization army. Indeed, this is happening now,
as highlighted by defense ministry’s promise to create new military divisions. Speaking to
lawmakers earlier this month, Shoigu announced the intention to complete the formation of four
divisions: three in the west and southwest and one in the Kurile Islands. But the total number of
the Armed forces increased by only 10,000 in 2016. This can only mean that Russia in in the
midst of deploying Soviet-style “paper” skeleton divisions, in which five hundred officers
command a hundred soldiers in peace time—in other words, the types of formations explicitly
abandoned by Serdyukov. To stand up such units, an excess number of lieutenants is required.
These types of divisions are appropriate if one’s goal is to report to the president about the
increasing power of the Russian army; but they are useless for increasing the country’s military
might in reality.

Vancouver Artillery Associati on

Follow the war diary entries of 100 years ago on our What’s New page -
http://www.vancouvergunners.ca/whats-new

The Regiment firing 60 Pounders in 1940. http://www.vancouvergunners.ca/1940.html
Updates from Regiment participation at the Vimy commemoration.
http://www.vancouvergunners.ca/2017.html

Master Warrant Officer John McCleland is in town on a construction project and we’re getting
together for a Beer Call 28 April at 1800 Hours at Jimy Mac Pub, 19935 96 Avenue, Langley.
RSVP on our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/events/1882945338629576/

I’m always looking for more stories and pictures! Contact Leon Jensen at LeonJ1@hotmail.com

Who | s 1t

I 8 “Last \eesvipeople figured this quiz out, most of them very

) familiar with Bessborough Armoury, as this is the vacant lot at 2025 West
ke 11" Avenue, where the Armoury is now located. The photographer was

- standing on the tracks looking ENE and you can see Lord Tennyson

= School in the distant right. There is a knot of spectators (hard to see in

is picture) on the rlght side and they appear to be watching the machine take the first shovel of

earth from the construction site. The squat rectangular building in the middle left was a

woodworking shop and that building existed well into the 1970s and possibly the early 1980s.

The Regimental Transport section occupied the area now used by the museum and had a sliding

door that opened into the lane directly across from it.
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This Week: This week’s quiz has something for everyone, except, alas, the Brylcreem Boys.
However, fear naught. They will have their turn in the near future.

What we have in this fine, undated photo, is a great shot of the plucky lads, and possibly some
lasses (it’s from a time before our current gender-enlightened age) of 15" Field Regiment
(RCA). They are shown dressed in comfortable, form-fitting khaki battledress, and wearing
proper soldier gear: coloured forage caps. There are some of us who think that berets are
suitable for Basque nationalists, aged intellectuals, beatniks, and devotees of armoured vehicles.
All others should be properly kitted out, chin-straps tight, and head back at a military angle.
Well.....enough said.

Our lads are
greeting a visiting
floating battery,
called a “ship” by

1 those in the know,
apparently. I’ll give
you the location. It
Is Vancouver, early
in the morning, not
Winnipeg or Moose
Jaw, although they
both have lovely
rivers, so we’ve
been told. This
leads us to our
guestion of the
week. Can you
name that floating
thingie? Is this the father of Boaty McBoatface? From whence does it hail, and, once that is
answered, maybe you can also tell us when the photo was taken. All polite nautical responses
can be sent to the editor, bob.mugford@outlook.com, or to the author, John Redmond
(johnd._redmond@telus.net). Ahoy!

From‘'Ruhnei t ént ary

How do they make holy water? They boil the hell out of it!
Mur pyOt her Laws

Surprise is an event that takes place in the mind of a commander

Quotabl e Quotes

People who think they know everything are a great annoyance to those of us that do.
Isaac Asimov.
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April Lunch

Taste of Ukraine

Date:

Time:

Location

Dress:

Price:

RSVP:

Hosted by: b4
The British Columbia G
Regiment J e g
Officers’ Mess

Coordinated by:
The BC Regiment
(DCO) Association

Thursday, April 27, 2017

11:45 am - 1:30 pm
(bar opens at 11:45am)
(lunch starts at 12:25pm)

¢ Officers' Mess - The BC Regiment

620 Beatty Street, Vancouver, BC
Business Attire (jacket & tie, ladies similar)

$30/person ($5 discount for those that confirm
attendance by April 17, 2017)

For more information or to register, please e-mail Charlotte
Yen at corporate@hplaw.ca
(Please advise of any dietary needs with your RSVP)

Payment by cheque or cash will be accepted at the door

Cheques are payable to: The BC Regiment (DCO) Association

No cancellations af ter Monday, April 17,2017

NEXT PLANNED LUNCH: May 25, 2017




Battle of the Atlantic Dinner

The Naval Officers’ Association of British Columbia
Founded 1919

The President and Directors of
The Naval Officers’' Association of
British Columbia
request the pleasure of your company and guest(s)
at dinner.

We shall commemorate the 72nd anniversary of

The Battle of the Atlantic

on
Saturday, May 6'" 2017
1830 for 1930

HMCS DISCOVERY

Commodore Jeffery Zwick, OMM, CD

Commander Canadian Fleet Pacific

Guest of Honour
The Honourable Judith Guichon, OBC

Lieutenant Governor of British Columbia

Cost: $85.00 per person
Mess Dress or Black Tie
(Ladies Equivalent)
Miniatures

RSVP before Tuesday, April 25" 2017

by using the attached reservation form.
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BC ARMY GALA
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For more information, go to the Gala website: -
http://bcarmygala.ca/#about-marquee
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15" Field Artillery Regiment Change of Command

The Commanding Officer
and
all ranks of

The 15" Field Artillery Regiment,
The Royal Regiment of Canadian Artillery

request the pleasure of your company at the
Change of Command ceremony
between

Lieutenant-Colonel Brent Purcell, CD
and
Lieutenant-Colonel Pierre Lajoie, CD

To be held on
13 May 2017, at 13:00 hours
At

Gun #1 Museum of Anthropology UBC 4" Avenue, Vancouver BC.
Guests are asked to be seated by 12:30 hours
(In the event of inclement weather, the parade will be held at Bessborough Armoury,
2025 West 11'"" Avenue, Vancouver, B.C .V6J 2C7).

Reception to follow in the 15" Fd Regt, RCA Officers’ Mess
in Bessborough Armoury.

Dress: RSVP
CF Mbrs- DEU No.1A (Medals) Richard.Jones6@forces.gc.ca

Civilian- Business attire
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Afghan LAV Memorial

AFGHAN LAV MEMORIAL

All, please pass onto your Afghan Vets, that there will be a LAV unveiling and dedication at the
Vancouver Garrison, Seaforth Armoury

First & Burrard St., Vancouver
Saturday May gt
1:15pm

Reception to follow in the Seaforth Officers Mess
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